
 
Fulfilling Lives Group 

Minutes of the meeting held on 29th September 2009 
Held at Acland Road 

 
 

 

  
PRESENT Tina Hansen, Douglas Jackman 

House 
Rob Peain, Adult Learning, DCC  
Karen Wood,  DHFT 
Anna-Marie Gill, DRH 
Todd Govan, Dorset F.A 
Farrell Curran, Arts Officer, DCC 
Viv Ledger, Bridport Day Services, 
DCC 
Richard Maxfield, Co-Chair, LDPB 
Paul St Quintin, Commissioning 
Manager, DCC 
Pippa Brindley, History Centre and 
County Museum, DCC 
Allyson Evans, LDPB Project Officer, 
DCC 
 

APOLOGIES  Jackie Walters 
 Marion Pymar 
 Chris Pullen 
 Gill Joslin 
 Alison Rumble 
 Frances Musty 
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1. 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of Last Meeting. 
 
The minutes of the meeting on 28th July were agreed. 

 
Matters Arising. 

 
(a) Story Telling: This had been put on hold to allow work to be done on the 
second museum project, which started yesterday (28.09.09) and will finish 
by 31.03.10 (exhibition expected in April 2010).  Story telling will be picked 
up again in the second quarter of next year. 

 
(b)  Volunteering 
Everyone is keen on the idea of trying to use the DCC staff scheme to get 
staff involved with people with a Learning Disability; Jacky to continue to 
follow this up. 
 
(c) Changing Places 
The Bridport facility will be officially opened this evening.  Paul and Richard 
are doing a radio interview about it later this afternoon for Wessex FM.  We 
have also had good press coverage. 
Paul has been following up the idea of opening Changing Places in DCC 
facilities out of hours/to visitors; Alison Taylor (from Property Services at 
DCC) is writing a report which Paul will bring to the group’s next meeting. 
 
West Dorset District Council’s bid for LDDF funds towards a Changing 
Place in the new Thomas Hardye Leisure Centre was turned down by the 
Joint Commissioning Board.  It was felt that in such a huge scheme a 
Changing Place should be included in the overall costs as a matter of good 
practice. 
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There is still no news about Changing Place provision in Weymouth; 
Alyson will contact Weymouth and Portland Borough Council again. 
Possible sites to approach were raised – new LIDL store at Loders site in 
Dorchester; new Waitrose at Wimborne. 
 
(d) Collecting Information from Person Centred Plans. 
David Goswell is going to pull together all the information that was 
collected out of individual plans on the 2 workshop days with Helen 
Sanderson.  This information will be used to help forward planning.  
 
(e) Support for Individuals meeting barriers to PCP goals 
Viv passed around copies of a poster Frances Musty had made to show 
people that they could ask the Fulfilling Lives Group to help with individuals 
who are experiencing barriers/difficulties to doing the things they have 
included in their Person Centred Plan.  Agreed a couple of sentences about 
the group would be added before it was sent out. 
Anne-Marie will bring a person/a persons’ situation for the group to work 
with next time. 
 
(f) White House Progress 
Work to provide local support for people from White House is going well in 
Sherborne; the group based at Acacia Bungalow may be extended from 2 
to 5 days a week. 
An outreach group for one day a week in Dorchester has been funded up to 
Christmas via Penny Grigg as a trial.  Plan is to use the ground floor area of 
the new Dorset Advocacy offices at Poundbury as a base. Agreed Karen 
would link up with Tina to find out about the community activities and 
opportunities already identified in the Dorchester area.  Tina will also pass 
on all information once mapped to Richard for the LDPB website.  Paul 
pointed out the importance of all this as Dorchester has DCC’s second 
largest group of people with a learning disability after Weymouth.  The 
group noted that Emma Williams is looking at the future for the woodwork 
at the White House as a social enterprise, with a possible link to recycling 
projects and transfer of equipment to other premises. 
 
Service user Discussion. 
Deferred to the next meeting. 
 
Transport Project (prepared by Dorset People First). 
Dorset People First have been encouraging people to travel independently 
with great success.  Everyone thought bus timetables do need to be easier 
to understand.  The new Mid- Dorset Mencap group are keen to do 
something on transport issues.  Allyson to investigate whether information 
about the POPPS volunteer driver scheme is available on their website.  
Work still needs to be done to support carers (family and paid) around 
understanding the true risks of travel/travel training. Agreed we would ask 
DPF what they would like the group to do in support of the reports 
recommendations. 
 
Dorset County Council Arts Officer. 
The group welcomed Farrell who started in post about 8 weeks ago.  She is 
looking for opportunities in arts for people to use their individual budgets; 
they will have 3 pilot projects (in 3 areas with 3 service user groups using 3 
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different art forms supported by 3 different artists/arts organisations).  The 
plan is that these will lead to longer term links/opportunities. Work will 
include training for the artists involved to support those accessing the 
projects.  The University of the West of England are to be asked to evaluate 
the projects both qualitatively and quantitatively (for cost/benefit). Agreed 
that Tina would represent the fulfilling Lives Group on steering group for 
these arts projects.  
Farrell’s contact details are:- 
e-mail Farrell.Curran@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
 
Feedback from visits to Day Services by Richard Maxfield. 
Agreed that Richard’s series of visits had been a useful start; Paul 
suggested this be developed into a full Quality Checkers Scheme for peer 
review of DCC day and residential services.  There would be a standard 
checklist for visits, and work would need to be done to ensure the views of 
all could be collected (communication needs). 
Agreed that Richards’ comments would be sent out to the service 
managers with a request that they identify action/who by and offering 
support from the Fulfilling Lives Group in tackling issues.  Allyson to ask 
Alison Rumble to include this at the next LD Day Service Managers 
meeting on the 22nd October. Richard will add in a visit to the White House. 
 
Disability Football. 
The group welcomed Todd Govan, Disability and Inclusion Officer for 
Dorset F.A., who started in post on 1st September.  He will work full-time for 
3 years and is already linking up with Dorset People First and the 
Friendship Club.  Taster sessions are to be run including wheelchair 
football and he is finding out what people would like (to cover 
playing/coaching/referee training/support to clubs/watching matches). 
Todd will also set up a disability football league for the county. 
His contact details are:- Todd.Govan@dorsetfa.com 
 
Pre entry Adult Education and College Courses. 
Rob Peain explained that it was not yet clear how the funding would be 
allocated once the Learning Skills Council finishes (April 2010) and DCC 
takes over provision of courses (31.07.2010). He said it was difficult to 
know how to publicise the courses that are available, or to find out what 
people want.  Karen suggested a travel training course.  Agreed info about 
courses could go out via the local co-ordinators.  Viv emphasised the need 
for courses that do not require basic literacy/numeracy. 
 
Karen would circulate leaflets Rob has on course to the Community 
Learning Disability Teams. 
 
Any Other Business 
The Verwood Centre in conjunction with The Hub are setting up a 
lunchtime movie club.  This starts on November 5th and £5 will include the 
film and a light lunch. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 24th November 2.00 – 4.00 at Dorchester Local Office. 
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